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The article below, reprinted from the December 1972 issue of The Lutheran Herald of 
Nigeria— closed down during the Civil War, but revived again—gives an insight into the 
financial problem besetting the Seminary of our Lutheran brethren in Nigeria. In the July- 
August edition of the British Lutheran, the Rev. O. U. Idiong, President of the Church, 
appealed for help of the ELCE. ‘We need the money to keep the Seminary alive’, he 
wrote. In response, the ELCE Board for Overseas Missions transferred the sum of £300. 


The article shows our help is still needed. 


THE UGLY FACE 
OF OUR SEMINARY 


What do you know about 
Lutheran Seminary? 
How many students are there? 
How is its budget met? 


To answer the first question for 
you, the Lutheran Seminary is an in- 
stitution for training of people for 
the Holy Ministry. But do you know 
that this institution was closed down 
because of the civil war? This happen- 
ed in 1967 when all other institutions 
were closed down. The Seminary was 
re-opened again for classes by January 
1971 with eight students returning to 
complete their courses. Five of these 
students graduated by the end of 1971 
and three of them will graduate in 
1973. So, to answer the second ques- 
tion, there are only three students in 
the Seminary. 

This number has remained so be- 
cause there is no money to meet a 
budget that can cater for more stu- 
dents. Let me tell you a little about 
the budget for maintaining the three 
students. For 1972 the budget for run- 
ning the Seminary is £2567. This in- 
cludes food, allowances for students, 
and salaries of labourers and cooks. 
Note that all the teachers are paid 
allowances not salaries even though 
they work full time. They have to 
sacrifice, to work elsewhere for their 
salaries. If the teachers were to be 
paid full time salary the budget would 
be higher than this. Out of this 
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amount, the L.C.N. was expected to 
pay in only £100 but not even a penny 
has been paid by the L.C.N. The en- 
tire cost is borne by the Lutheran 
Church - Missouri Synod. 

Therefore, to those who have been 
asking me why there has been no 
admission, my answer to them is that 
because you are not ready to support 
your Seminary. There can be no ad-— 
mission without budgeting for the 
students and the teachers to teach | 
them. 

We have to express our grateful- 
ness to the L.C.-M.S. for what she 
has done in supporting the Seminary © 
up till now. If she is asking the L.C.N. — 
now to take the lion’s share in sup- 
porting the Seminary, she is justified. 
We cannot afford to be a baby Church 
at the age of 36. 

The staff and the Board of Gover- 
nors of the Seminary have drawn up 
a plan for future development of the 
Seminary. This has been submitted to 
the Board of Directors for discussion. 
The Board will tell the staff where 
money will come for the running of 
the Seminary. It may mean levying 
each district to get money. When the 
levy comes to you, do not refuse to 
pay. If you refuse, you are telling us 
to stop training of Pastors and close 
down the Seminary. We shall listen 
to you and act accordingly. | 


Offiong Idiong- 
Obot Idim— 


| 
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ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN ? 


A strange question to ask of our 
readers! But how do we answer such 
a question? Perhaps like this: 

“Of course I’m a Christian. And 
when I say ‘Christian’ I mean Pro- 
testant. And when I say ‘Protestant’ 
I mean Lutheran. And when I say 
‘Lutheran’ I mean truly Lutheran, 
true to the Lutheran Confessions. I 
mean that | am a member of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
England”. 

A far-fetched answer? Yes—but it 
may illustrate a type of attitude into 
which we may easily fall. There is 
always the danger of thinking that 
our own church is the only church— 
and well nigh perfect at that! 

That is surely a natural way to 
think about ourselves. We are born 
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egocentrics. We are very proud of our 
accomplishments and we are very 
quick to defend what we have done. 
Sometimes this gets out of hand. 

We talk about our brothers in 
Christ. But our attitude may be a bit 
guarded: you become my _ brother 
when you see every thing as I see it. 
We talk about unity in Christ: But 
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perhaps we think only of unity with 
me, your uniting in faith with me. 

But as Christians and as Lutherans 
this simply will not do. We will miss 
too much in our lives if we are always 
promoting our way of doing things. 

There is so much to enjoy in our 
Lutheran heritage—think only of the 
hymns, which seem strange on a first 
hearing but keep popping into our 
heads. We have much to learn from 
each other because the Lutheran 
experience has been varied from 
country to country through over four 
hundred years. At the very least we 
can together give thanks for what 
God has done and continues to do 
through our beloved church. At the 
very least we can insist on working 
together for closer confessional 
fellowship. 

Easily done? Not at all! 

As | look through Westfield’s 
windows I am reminded that it is 
the week of prayer for Christian 
unity. | have been joining in prayer 
this week with many of whom I have 
not known—but we pray together, 
we give thanks for the gift of unity 
in the body of Christ, we pray fer- 
vently for working together to the 
glory of God. 

We at Westfield do not think that 
the theological training college of the 
ELCE will be the catalyst to touch 
off a new chemistry of Christian 
unity. In our pride we would like to 
think we are that important—but we 
must be realistic, and we must work 
with our fellow Lutherans and with 
other Christians in ways within our 
means. 

The Holy Spirit has guided the 
planning for the theological training 
programme at Westfield in different 
ways. He has always made us ask 
the question “Are you getting too 
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narrow-minded? Do you think that 
Cambridge is the centre of the 
world?” 

In order to promote a knowledge 
of and co-operation with other Luthe- 
rans we include in our course of 
studies for the ministry the “overseas 
year.” A student who has completed 
four years at Westfield may be sent 
to another Lutheran seminary for a 
fifth year of study and practical 
experience. 

The benefits are obvious: the out- 
look of the student—and thereby the 
outlook of the whole ELCE which 
he represents—is broadened by other 
teachers and students in a different 
setting. At the same time, the student 
has an opportunity to share his con- 
cerns for the church with other 
students and hear their problems as 
well. All in all, it is a fine opportunity 


to discover and explore the Lutheran 
tradition with others engaged in the 
same pursuit. 


American students have regularly 
had an “‘overseas” year at Westfield. 
We hope that there will always be a 
member of our mother church shar- 
ing the fellowship of Westfield. 
Currently one of the Westfield stu- 
dents is studying in Germany—so we 
are truly European. Next year one. 
of our students will study in 
Australia. 


We thank the Lord for making it 
possible to have our students partici- 
pate in the life of another Lutheran 
church as they train to become pas- 
tors in our beloved ELCE. But again 
we must ask for the prayers of all that 
this aspect of the Westfield pro- 
gramme too may serve the Church 
which the Lord loves. 


The Rey. F. E. Eberhart, Ruislip 


WHY I BELIEVE (IN) J ESUS 


Did you ever stop to think that 
you can believe something without 
believing in something. It’s not a 
great philosophical statement, just 
one of those lead lines you get for 
free when you pay Sp for the BRITISH 
LUTHERAN. The point is you can 
believe something factual, such as 
taxes, TV licence, rising costs, mar- 
riage, work, the Churc 
what you will—without any of the 
somethings making you happy about 
the involvement or commitment. 


Try an example. I believe taxes. 
So do you. What else can you do 
when your friendly pay clerk (or 
Church Treasurer) regularly deducts 
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them from your gross earnings. | 
Taxes are a fact of life, but not neces-_ 
sarily an acceptable fact of life. We 
pay them because we have no other 
choice. But you don’t believe “in” 
taxes unless you are in agreement 
with what they are used for, so much 
in agreement that you are happy to 
pay them. You believe “in” taxes if | 
you think, “even if they were to be | 
raised, the return would be good | 
value for money.” Then you are 


happy to be involved and committed. 


Try another. Marriage. You 
believe marriage. At least you’re one 
half of what is called a marriage. 
But do you believe in marriage? Its. 
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all the difference between existing 
under the terms of a signed and 


sealed non-aggression pact between 


two people of the opposite sex, or 
living a thrilling, challenging, daily 
encounter of love, for all iUs pro- 
blems, between a man and a woman 
devoted to the happiness of each 
other, If you believe in marriage, 
you are happy about the involve- 
ment and commitment. 


How about the Church. I believe 
Church. | apologise that it’s not a 
very good sentence. But I believe 
Church, It is there for me every 
Sunday complete with hymns, 
prayers, sermon, and collection. It 
is where many people urge me to go. 
There’s that chap with the dog collar 
around his neck (with a subtle 
suggestion of where | may go if | 
don’t accept his invitation). But like 
taxes the Church may not make me 
happy, especially about involvement 
and commitment. | don’t believe in 
the Church unless | see the com- 
munity of worshippers as a necessary 
fulfillment of my being part of God’s 
people set apart for action in His 
World. Then | am happy to be in- 
volved and happy to be committed, 


Now, try Jesus. I believe Jesus. 
There are all kinds of overtones and 
undertones one can find in~ that 
statement, | believe Jesus is the Son 
of God. Good Christian Lutheranism, 


I believe Jesus tells the truth, That’s 


good, too, I believe Jesus is my 
Saviour. You're on the way. I believe 
if I follow His directions Pll find. . . 
but stop! 


Do you trust Jesus, 


The word “trust” is the difference 
between believing Jesus or believing 
“in” Jesus. | can believe everything 
the Gospels record as coming from 
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His Holy Head. I can believe what 
He says about sin being my downfall. 
I can believe what he says about 
Himself being the way out of my sin. 
I can believe what he says about 
worry being an action of “‘little 
faith,” and casting my burdens upon 
Him Who cares for me as being the 
way out of worry. I can believe all 
that without doing anything about it. 

But if I trust Him? By His power 
PIl put sin away! At His invitation 
Pil leave it at the foot of His cross 
and walk away a free man. You can’t 
turn your back on sin until you trust 
the Lord to give you strength to start 
the action. And worry—the only 
worry you have is the one you allow 
to exist in your mind. Problems you 
have plenty of. Worries—you’ve got 
none, not if you trust Jesus Who has 
conquered the only thing you really 
have to worry about; death. What 
can harm you if death cannot? And 
joy? That’s the opposite of worry! 
Did you know that? 

When I started trusting Christ 
Jesus I started to get happy again. 
I’ve found that believing “in” Him, 
His forgiveness, allows a man to 
stand in front of a mirror, knowing 
all there is to know about Himself, 
and the image he sees is that of a 
happy man, content and at peace. 

Some would call it the “new you”. 


When I started trusting Jesus, as 
well as preaching about Him, | 
found that all those things in life that 
we call burdens and problems and 
sources of depression and mental 
hangups, all of those are exactly 
what He says they are: “slight 
momentary afflictions.” And what 
about the statement so quoted by all 
pastors, “all things working for the 


(Continued on page 9, Column 2) 
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FROM 
THE TAMAR 


ST. PAULS, 

Boreham Wood, Herts. : 

Sunday Afternoon Club of the Sun- 
day School made nativity scene 
complete with stable, Mary and 
Joseph, shepherds and Wise Men 
prior to Christmas . . . Thirty-five 
attended second annual Christmas 
Dinner on 5 January, prepared and 
served by social committee .. . 
Children’s film on 20 January to 
encourage attendance at Sunday 
School . . . Thursday evening Bible 
Class studies ““Women of the Bible”. 


HOLY CROSS, 

Sheffield, Yorks. : 

Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party 
featuring slides of Holy Land held 
on 23 December . . . Church Family 
Christmas Party on | January and 
Children’s Party on 6th are also 
successful . . . Evangelistic outreach 
programme involving door-to-door 
distribution of Gospel of Mark plan- 
ned for Lent 1973. 


HOLY TRINITY, 

Tottenham, London. : 

Continues to be without pastor. 
Nevertheless, Bible Class attendance 
increases . . . Services taken by 
Pastors Scharlach, Koch and Leske, 
Westfield Student Karl Fry and the 
Elders . . . Elders request continued 
prayers of ELCE brethren. 


ST. PETERS, 

Plymonth, Devon. : 

Begins ‘‘Guest-Host” Programme in 
January .. . Elders visit every mem- 
ber for discussion of worship .. . 
Miss L. Avery, Mr. and Mrs. A. Price 
received into membership by Con- 
firmation and Baptism . . . Church 
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basement converted to unnatural | 
warmth (radiators installed!) for use 
by Youth Club. 


ST. TIMOTHYS, 

Sunderland, Co, Durham : 

Three special Christmas services: on 
17th, Sunday School Service, con-— 
firmation of one adult and one’ 
teenager on 24th, and Service of 
Lessons and Carols on 31st. . .““Week > 
of Prayer for Christian Unity” dis- 
cussed in Bible discussion groups. 
Voters’ Assembly appointed repre- 
sentatives to attend area meetings of 
clergymen and laymen—discussed 
what can be done to foster church- 
unity . . . Master Plan Committee 
making Every Member Visitation in 
preparation for 1973 Pledge Sunday. ~ 


ALLHALLOWS, 
Sunbury-on-Thames, Middx. : 
Number of Sunday School parents. 
were visited and asked why they- 
didn’t attend church. Comments 
formulated basis for autumn mission 
programme: 

“You are strange to us”’—coun- 

tered by showing of film Martin 

Luther: 

2. “I do not understand liturgical 
service’—countered by Narrative 
Service with Westfield Student 
Roger Whittall explaining service 
whilst it was in progress; 

3. “I would be a stranger”—coun- 
tered with congregational social. 
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As a result, 300 people attended 
Christmas Eve services; some wor- | 
shippers had to stand outside on lawn | 
and join service through windows... 
Epiphany party on pirate theme 
brings Sunday School children dress-: 
ed as pirates... After service during 
“Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity,” three young Salvation Army 
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officers played and sang modern and 
traditional Gospel Songs. 


REDEEMER, 

Harlow, Essex : 

Was host to January Barnes Pastoral 
Conference. Pastors joined congre- 
gation for meal and social evening 
. . . Members plan house-to-house 
on-going mission programme to 
begin during Lent. 


RESURRECTION, 

Cambridge : 

While the number of Resurrection’s 
people fluctuates considerably from 
year-to-year, there is evidence of an 
over-all increase in the last year, But 
there is still concern to become more 
involved in the Cambridge com- 
munity, to become a leaven. This 
concern has led to considerable 
discussion of and planning for work 
in a particular area near Westfield 
House. Now awaiting reply to our 
request to conduct services in a 
school there, Meanwhile, present 
Cambridge members have _ invited 
friends to special services in Advent. 
Little follow-up however. 


LUTHERAN MISSION, 
Liverpool : 

Congregation had Pie and Chips 
Supper in December. Twenty-five 
enjoyed Beetle and Whist featured 
before supper... Eighty-four people 
attended Family Service on morning 
of 24 December while 50 youngsters 
attended Sunday School parties in 
January. 


ST. ANDREWS, 
Ruislip, Middx. : 
Missions Committee to organise 
events in each quarter of year along 
with October Mission Month . . 
Despite brand new shirts, Ruislip 
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To 
THE CLYDE 


Reporter : 

The Rev. R. Feuerhahn, Cambridge 
Youth lose to Westfield House (in 
football, of course!) by 7 points to 1, 


CHRIST CHURCH, 

Petts Wood, Kent : 

Held mid-week Advent Services in 
December . . . Sunday School Christ- 
mas Party 16 December with film, 
games and refreshments . . . Young 
Adults went Christmas Caroling to 
shut-ins followed by decorating 
church Christmas tree . . .Christmas 
Eve Tableaux enacted by Sunday 
School with parents and congregation 
joining in Christmas Carols 
Christmas morning Carol Service of 
Nine Lessons . . . 31 December, 
Luther League Youth Rally meets 
at Petts Wood while 21 from congre- 
gation travel to Fareham to support 
one of the first worship services. 


ST. COLUMBA, 
East Kilbride, Scotland : 
Took part in “Bible Week” pro- 
gramme with all other churches in 
East Kilbride. Programme consisted 
of joint Bible Study and Discussion 
series on four consecutive evenings 
of that week and marathon five hour 
public Bible Reading in Town Centre 
Square on the Saturday. Pastor 
Rakow had a 15 minute stint . 
Ladies Guild had Lasagne Supper 
and Christian Aid Shop for their 
Annual Christmas Social . . . Junior 
Youth Club members donated items 
for two Christmas food hampers. 
They delivered them to two chosen 
Old Age Pensioners while they enter- 
tained them with their caroling . . . 
St. Columba held bi-lingual service 
(continued on page 9) 
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N@WS from Our Churches 


COUNCIL HONOURS TWO SISTERS 
Members of the ELCE Executive Council 
and their wives gathered at the home of 
Dr. and Mrs. E. Geo. Pearce in Weybridge, 
Surrey, on Friday 29 December 1972 to 
recognise the unique service rendered to 
the Church by two sisters, Marie and 
Charlotte Lawton. A stereo radio plus 
cassette recorder/player was presented to 
the two sisters. 

The reception took place on the evening 
of the last day Miss Charlotte Lawton 
worked as secretary to the ELCE chair- 
man, Dr. Pearce. The first full-time 
salaried layworker in the church, Miss 
Lawton assumed her position as secretary 
and parish-worker in the summer of 1957. 
From 1951-57 she was office-secretary of 
the Lutheran Council of Great Britain. In 
the twenty-one years that the Holiday 
Bible Camp has taken place, she has 
endeared herself to hundreds of children 
and helpers as the  behind-the-scenes 
organiser and “mother” of the Camp. 

Both sisters have been instrumental in 
helping to bring new ELCE missions into 
being, distributing handbills, greeting first- 
comers, pouring cups of tea. Miss Marie 
Lawton is known to many congregations 
also for her Hong Kong work, selling 
handicrafts made by the Lutheran mission 
for the support of the school and hospital 
there. 

Miss Charlotte Lawton is one of six 
Luther-Tyndale members to go into full- 
time service of the church. Her brother, 
the Rev. Martin Lutz, and her sister, Mar- 
garet, served the church in India as pastor 
and nurse respectively. Miss Nora Mitchell, 
recently awarded the Ph. D. degree by 
the University of Chicago, is still at the 
Kodaikanal School in India. Miss Marie 
Gutbrod served as secretary of the London 
office of the International Lutheran Hour 
until her retirement in 1970. The sixth is 
the Rey. Lothar Thoelke, at present serving 
a congregation in Summit, Illinois, U.S.A. 


PASTORS DISCUSS “VACANCIES” 

An experience with which every ELCE 
congregation is acquainted, vacancies, was 
discussed from the point of view of pastors 
at the Barnes Conference which met at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Harlow, 9-10 
January 1973. The question was aired 
from several points of view: the vacancy 
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which occurs when a pastor is on holiday, 
is on furlough, or has accepted a call away 
from the parish, the last only being a 
proper “vacancy.” It was agreed that a set 
of guidelines would be desireable. 

Other topics dicussed: the new ‘peri- 
copes’ (Scripture readings for public 
worship) led by Pastor R. Feuerhahn of 
Cambridge and “Close Communion” intro- 
duced by Pastor Evan Koch of London. 
Pastor N, Meyer of Plymouth read a paper 
on the Old Testament Lesson for the 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
(Deuteronomy 18: 15-19). 


CAR LOAN MAXIMUM UP TO £900 


The maximum loan which a pastor may 
have from the ELCE Car Scheme for the’ 
purchase or replacement of his car was 
raised in the last meeting of the Executive 
Council held at Concordia House, Golden. 
Lane, London, on 22 January to £900. 
At the same time, repayment rates for any. 
new applications will be raised from £1:25. 
to £1-50 per week each by pastor and- 
congregation. The Car Scheme, set up in- 
1956, had an orginal ceiling figure of 
£624, repayable at £1 per week by pastor 
and congregation; in 1969 these were rais- 
ed to £700 and £25 respectively, but’ 
rapidly rising costs of cars again made this’ 
figure unrealistic. 

In their November meeting the Council 
had agreed that the capital fund of the 
Scheme would have to be raised in order 
to meet present-day needs, but where 
would the money come from? In the 


January meeting, the Chairman announced! 


that he had received a gift of $10,000) 
(£4255) from an anonymous Lutheran: 
pastor and his wife in America, (Previous 
gifts from the same anonymous donors 
had provided electronic organs for almost 
all ELCE congregation.) The Council were 
overjoyed at this timely answer to the 
problem. 

Another moment of joy came when the 
Secretary, Mr. John Eggle, announced 
that, in consultation with the proper 
Government department, he had been 
advised that the 10% salary increase’ 
recommended at their October meeting, 
but prohibited by the Government ‘freeze’, 
could now begin on 1 April because the 
adjustment had been agreed before the 
‘freeze’ date. 
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The Council appointed a Building 
Committee for the proposed new church 
at Bradford: Mr. Derek Van Arkadie, 
Pastor John Sims and Dr. E. Geo. Pearce. 
The site at Bradford is already purchased ; 
the building of the parsonage will soon be 
underway; with immediate meetings with 
the architect, Mr. Gordon Russell, it is 
hoped that the church will be ready for 
the opening of the mission in October 1974. 

The Council also heard of the excellent 
start of the new mission at Fareham and 
of the difficulties in the completion of the 
House, Cambridge. 


FROM THE TAMAR TO THE CLYDE 
(Continued from page 7) 

with Glasgow Polish Lutherans on 
17 December. Conducted by Pastors 
Rakow and Jagucki, it was much 
appreciated by all... Sunday School 
Christmas Eve pageant again deligh- 
ted many parents. 


ST. DAVIDS, 
Cardiff, Wales : 
One hundred and twenty is best 
attendance for Sunday School Christ- 
mas service .. . both “young” and 
“old” youth clubs meeting regularly 
with some success and a few prob- 
lems... Local Link mission publica- 
tion (700-800 copies) delivered 
monthly to Fairwater community; 
Women’s Guild elections and 
three-month programme planned . . . 
Synod Committee formed as we think 
ahead to 1973 Synod here in Septem- 
ber . Baptism of two Sunday 
School children with teachers stand- 
ing as sponsors. 


FAREHAM MISSION, 
Fareham, Hants. : 

After very fine opening—four weeks 
of Christian Film Festival and four 
weeks of services supported by our 
ELCE churches—Fareham Mission 
is now “on its own”. . . First service 
on 14 January with 37 local people 
attending, 
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Woy | BELIEVE (IN) JESUS 
(Continued from page 5) 


good of those who love Him.” Guess 
what? It’s true beyond a doubt. 


When I started trusting Jesus | 
found myself looking ahead to see 
what kind of marvellous plan he had 
in store for something which at the 
moment looked final and without 
hope. I wouldn’t want to say by 
relation to the Son of God is a game, 
but it is exciting and every day 
brings its own joy. 

The editor says we'll have an 
opportunity to apply some of. this 
country parson attitude. I’d like to 
start with marriage in the next issue. 
In the meantime, ask yourself a 
question, and then pray about it. 


Do you believe Jesus or do you 
believe in Jesus? 


NOTICES 


1. Budget Conference at Holy Trinity, 
Tottenham, on Saturday, 9 June 
1973, beginning at 1.30 p.m. 

2. Elders’ Conference at Westfield 
House, Cambridge, on Saturday 
and Sunday, 30 June — 1 July 1973, 

3. Treasurers’ Conference at Westfield 
House, Cambridge, on Saturday and 
Sunday, 7-8 July, 1973. 

4. C.E.F. Conference at Westfield 
House, Cambridge, on Saturday and 
Sunday, 14-15 July, 1973. 

5. 19th Annual Synod at St. Davids, 
Cardiff, Wales, on Friday and 
Saturday, 14-15 September, 1973, 


The 10% increase in salaries, of pastors 
and other church workers recommend- 
ed by the Executive Council in their 
16 October 1972 meeting may now be 
put into effect beginning 1 April 19738, 
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MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of the father of Mr. Peter Crawley, 


from Mr. 


and Mrs, Peter Crawley for the Church Extension Fund £3. 


lo the glory of God and in loving memory of the Reverend H. Kruelkeberg, 


from the Reverend and Mrs. 
Church Extension Fund $5. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. 
Alfred Flemming for the Church Extension Fund &3. 


Mrs. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Oscar Rhode, 


E. Zimmermann of Nashville, 


Illinois, for the 


A, Goerlich, from Mr, and 


from the 


Reverend and Mrs, L. Brighton Sr. for the Church Extension Fund $6 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Martha Klein, from Mrs, 


E. ‘Taylor and Christine, 
total £6. 


Miss Grace Launer for the Church Extension Fund 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Ernest Aichroth, from Mr, 


and Mrs. W. 
Extension Fund total £2. 


Aichroth, the Misses Marie and Charlotte Lawton for the Church 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Frederick Schulze and Mrs, 


George Lutz, from Mr, and Mrs. 


Fund $20. 


Ahrendt for the Church Extension 


Yesterdays 
TWENTY YEARS AGO —Jan. - Feb. 1953 


Pastor Pearce reports to Luther-Tyndale 
and Holy Trinity congregations on his 
experience in speaking on Sunday 4 January 
1953 to an audience in a large cinema in 
the centre of Glasgow. The invitation to 
speak came from a_ non-denominational 
group of evangelical laymen who hired the 
cinema once a year as an effort to bring 
the Gospel to the unchurched. The film, 
“Reaching from Heaven", was shown, fol- 
lowed by a 30-minute Gospel address, and 
then an invitation to those present to come 
up to the platform: some of the elements 
of what later became the “Christian Film 
Festival” to start ELCE missions .. . the 
two London congregations begin to discuss 
possibility of ‘division’, i.e. instead of be- 
ing served jointly by one pastor and associ- 
ate(s), the two congregations be divided 
into two pastorates as they were orginally 
(until 1904, they were served by two 
separate pastors, from 1904-1936 by one 
pastor, and from 1936-1953 by one pastor 
and an associate pastor) . . « cash and cloth- 
ing collection for victims of floods on the 
East Coast of England. 
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London Lutheran Missionary Society 
distributes Christmas parcels to needy 
families in communities around both 
churches .. . neighbourhood visiting con-~ 


centrated at Tottenham: to quote the 
Minutes of 8 January meeting: “there was 
nothing to report at Kentish Town with 
the exception of Mr. Buckley, who hac 
been going on his own”... Voters’ Assem» 
bly agree to allocate £40 towards the 
Society's expenses for posters advertising 
churches and Lutheran Hour . . . Minutes 
report that the road signs put up at the 
Society's expense were pointing the wrong 
way at Kentish Town... LLMS “Mission 
Evangel” available to congregations at two- 
pence per copy. 


TEN YEARS AGO — Jan. - Feb 196% 


First Sunday School Teachers’ Conventior» 
with 60 teachers present, held at St 
Andrews, Ruislip, on Saturday 19 Januar» 
.. the Rev, Norman Heintz installed a 
Cambridge on 3 February ... Pastor Johr 
Sims declines call to Adelaide, Sout!) 
Australia .. . Dr. Oswald Hoffmann inter- 
views Astronaut John Glenn on the Luthe: 
ran Hour. 


BRITISH LUTHERA 


MASTER PLAN 


FROM THE COMMITTEE...TO THE CONGREGATION...TO YOU 


The ELCE Master Plan Committee is alive again and doing reasonably well. We 
have met twice, and officers have been elected from the following persons attending: 
Mr. A. Elliott (Chairman), Christ Church; Pastor W. Fanning (Secretary), St. 
Timothy's; Mr. P. Borgas, Luther-Tyndale; Mr. H. Smith, Holy Cross; Dr. E. Geo. 
Pearce, Allhallows. We have considered as a main objective: to reach out to each 
ELCE congregation, and to individuals in each congregation, inspiring our fellow 
members into greater Master Plan performance. 


There are a few “unknowns” and ‘uncertainties’. No—we are not referring to the 
necessity or importance of the work, or to the assurances God gives us in His Word: 
these are known and certain. But how do we translate Master Plan concepts in such 
a way that congregations and individuals can understand and adopt and apply them, 
and then follow through with them? 


Our ELCE Master Plan (covering thirty years, in two stages) is now past the 
half-way mark, in the “consolidation” stage. That word means ‘‘contraction", like 
when the muscles of the arms, shoulders, back, stomach, and legs start to tighten up, 
so that the body can carry great weight. 


We know what it is to have Christ as our Master, our Head. We are His Body. Our 
congregations have Spiritmuscled members. We know we need a plan, and have 
discussed it: ‘How can one aim with nothing to aim at?” ... “If life means growth, 
then no plan means no growth”... ‘Without a plan there will be no outreach” .. . 
“The Master Plan must be congregationalised” ... ‘It must become an individual 
project if it is to become a congregational project”... “Every member should feel 
that ‘The Master Plan’ is ‘MY Master Plan’’’. . . ‘“‘It all starts at the foot of the Cross’. 


Do you agree? Then perhaps you will be able to help us solve some of the 
“unknowns” and “uncertainties”. Then we'll all be doing “reasonably well’, or 
even better! 


ne 


CHURCH. EXTENSION FUND 
(For 11 months, February to December 1972) 


Congregation's 
Congregation Loans Donations Total Target for 1972 
KENTISH TOWN £3620 £709 £4329 £2,400 
TOTTENHAM 517 125 642 500 
RUISLIP 1759 52 1811 2,000 
SUNDERLAND 1047 34 1081 840 
PETTS WOOD 359 12 371 700 
/BOREHAM WOOD 384 38 422 450 
CARDIFF 381 27 408 400 
| CAMBRIDGE 1347 32 1379 600 
HARLOW 306 12 318 240 
PLYMOUTH 612 22 634 700 
EAST KILBRIDE 153 0 153 400 
COVENTRY 649 7 666 600 
SHEFFIELD 932 6 938 600 
LIVERPOOL 1106 25 1131 400 
SUNBURY 352 22 374 150 
FAREHAM 35 3 38 ‘ 
POLISH LUTHERANS 376 9 385 
OTHERS 445 222 667 
Grand Total £14380 £1367 £15747 
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THE COVER 


S day 


Reproduction of sheets 
of new Church Extension 
Fund Stamps now 
available from the local 
CEF representative. 


S day 


the day of issue of the new 
CEF stamps 


Why § ? 


Stop the old stamps 
and then 
Start the new stamps 


and so 
Save with your stamps 
and so 
Subscribe to your church's futt 


nil 
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